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Timor Truth Commission Report Released on ICTJ Web Site

NEW YORK, January 30, 2006—Today the Internatiddahter for Transitional Justice
(ICTJ) posted the final report of the CommissionReception, Truth and Reconciliation
in East Timor on its web site at www.ictj.org. Tieport details the systematic human
rights violations committed during the 24-year Indsian occupation of Timor and the
failure to achieve justice for these crimes. Theorg entitled “Chega!” (“Enough!” in
Portuguese), is available in English and Bahasariesia.

The Commission (CAVR in its Portuguese acronymnsittied its report to the president
of Timor-Leste, Alexandre "Xanana" Gusméo, on Oetdi, 2005. In accordance with
Timorese legislation, the president then handeddpert over to the Timorese
parliament and cabinet on November 28, 2005, atiN&Gecretary-General Kofi Annan
on January 20, 2006. A key component of the Comarnissmandate is the dissemination
of the final report to the Timorese and internaigoublic.

The CAVR’s final report is a product of extensiugopc testimony from more than 7,000
victims and of comprehensive investigations andassh that yielded dramatic evidence
of Indonesia’s responsibility for at least 102,&@@aths. The report also points to the
failure of Indonesia and the international commytotuphold their legal and moral
obligations to bring perpetrators to justice. latthght, the report is a seminal document
that should be widely available, not only to thegle of Timor-Leste and Indonesia, but
also across the globe.

“The Indonesian authorities should finally facetaghe truth uncovered by the report,
acknowledge their responsibility, hold those resilnlie accountable, and pay reparations
to victims,” said Eduardo Gonzalez, senior asse@at head of the ICTJ’s Indonesia
and Timor-Leste programs. “The UN Security Counai the international community
should also fulfill their obligation to ensure tliabse responsible for international crimes
are brought to justice.”

The ICTJ has posted an advance version of the CinéRreport in PDF format on the
organization's web site at www.ictj.org. (While @entent of the report will not change,
some formatting improvements still need to be made.



ThelCTJin Indonesiaand Timor-Leste

The ICTJ has been working in Indonesia and Timatéaince the organization's
inception in 2001, consulting with the UN, govermts civil society groups, and
academics on a variety of transitional justiceiatives.

In June 2005, the Center released a report oretimus crimes process in Timor-Leste
entitled "Justice Abandoned?" The report conclutiatithe quest for justice in Timor-

Leste had begun with good intentions, but was aockéd up by the strategic planning

and effective political support necessary to coutiite damaging effects of Indonesian
lack of cooperation.

Released in August 2003, "Intended to Fail," th€J€ analysis of the trials before the
Ad Hoc Human Rights Court in Jakarta, suggestsltttainesia never intended to fulfill
its promise of holding perpetrators accountabldHerviolence surrounding the East
Timorese vote for independence in 1999. Senior éiag® Eduardo Gonzalez worked
with local and international NGOs to request thattUN develop an appropriate
response to this failure.

The ICTJ has also monitored parliamentary effartsstablish a truth commission and
coordinated with local partners to ensure thaptioposed body respects victims' rights
and promotes accountability. In January 2005, thet€ disseminated a study of the
Indonesian law establishing the Truth and Recaat@in Commission (TRC), and in
February, co-sponsored a conference in Jakar@vibisociety leaders and activists to
develop a strategy to respond to the TRC law.

The ICTJ has actively supported efforts in Timosiecto address the human rights
violations and impunity left by 24 years of Indom@soccupation by assisting the work
of the Commission for Reception, Truth and Recaatoan (CAVR) and the Serious
Crimes Unit (SCU). To help inform the debate almedountability, the Center produced
a report in August 2003, "Crying Without TearsHursuit of Justice and Reconciliation
in Timor-Leste," which examines the perspectivea ofoss-section of Timorese citizens
on issues of violence, truth, justice, and recaetoin.

The Center urged the UN Secretary-General to canaerinternational Commission of
Experts to examine the situation of impunity foe trimes committed in 1999 and to
devise workable, efficient, and fair strategiegmsure accountability. In January 2004,
the Center released "The Struggle for Truth anticky$a report that maps nearly 200
transitional justice initiatives undertaken by Indsian civil society organizations. The
Center publishes a monthly newsletter in Bahasarlasia to disseminate transitional
justice information throughout the region.

All four reports are available on the ICTJ web sitevww.ictj.org.



About thelCTJ

The International Center for Transitional Justi€&TJ) assists countries pursuing
accountability for past mass atrocity or humantsgibuse. The Center works in societies
emerging from repressive rule or armed conflictwall as in established democracies
where historical injustices or systemic abuse remaresolved.

In order to promote justice, peace, and reconmhaigovernment officials and
nongovernmental advocates are likely to considereety of transitional justice
approaches including both judicial and nonjudicgsponses to human rights crimes. The
ICTJ assists in the development of integrated, celmgmnsive, and localized approaches
to transitional justice comprising five key elemgrdrosecuting perpetrators,
documenting and acknowledging violations through-palicial means such as truth
commissions, reforming abusive institutions, prawdreparations to victims, and
facilitating reconciliation processes.

The Center is committed to building local capaeityl generally strengthening the
emerging field of transitional justice, and workgsely with organizations and experts
around the world to do so. By working in the fi¢hdough local languages, the ICTJ
provides comparative information, legal and poloalysis, documentation, and strategic
research to justice and truth-seeking institutiommsigovernmental organizations,
governments and others.
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