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How to Use the Modules 
 
a.  Objectives and Goals  
 
With the support of UN Women, ICTJ developed a set of multimedia training materials with in-depth 
information on different phases and dimensions of a gender-sensitive transitional justice process. The 
intended audience for this project is broad, and thus the materials are designed to be accessible for 
diverse state and civil society actors. This includes those seeking to increase their knowledge so that 
they can better train or work with others, such as staff of intergovernmental institutions or national 
human rights groups. It also includes those who plan to apply the materials more directly, such as 
people working with or within transitional justice measures. 
 
There are six modules in total, covering the following topics: (1) a conceptual overview of gender and 
transitional justice, (2) truth seeking, (3) reparative justice, (4) criminal justice, (5) memorialization, and 
(6) women’s voices and participation in justice processes. While ICTJ recognizes that all transitional 
justice processes are intertwined and best served by a holistic approach, we also understand that in 
practice, often only one or two processes have strong momentum at any given time. ICTJ also notes 
that the universe of what can be considered a transitional justice process extends well beyond the 
topics included here. Thus, rather than serving as a comprehensive and exhaustive tool kit—which 
could not possibly be created—these modules and the proposed categorizations are intended to allow 
users to personalize their own training programs in a way that is as relevant as possible to their context. 
 
The first five modules each consist of an interactive PowerPoint presentation and accompanying 
speaker notes to assist users in preparing their own training or presentation. 
 
The final module, “Women’s Voices and Participation in Transitional Justice,” takes the form of a 
short video that tells the story of how women have participated in the transitional justice process and 
explores how they can participate now. This module is intended to broaden the reach of the training 
materials, as it is accessible to any audience. It can be used directly with women victims in sensitization 
workshops or other, similar contexts.  
 
b.  Using the Modules  
 
The modules are designed to allow users to personalize and adjust their own trajectory through the 
materials based on their needs, experiences, and expertise. The concepts mentioned in each slide 
correspond to a section in the accompanying speaker notes. At the beginning of each section, the 
main points are summarized in bullet form and then explained in detail. The speaker notes also contain 
user-friendly additions such as links to key supplementary information and primary resources, as well 
as country-specific examples. Throughout each module, discussion questions and suggested exercises 
are contained in blue bordered boxes, to be explored at the user’s discretion.  
 
Users can design the training to fit the needs of the intended audience by skipping certain information, 
focusing more on supplementary materials, or engaging in dialogue via questions and activities.  
 

http://www.ictj.org/
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It is recommended that the presenter familiarize him- or herself with the slides and the speaker notes 
in advance to anticipate where the slide breaks occur. Within a section of the speaker notes, there may 
be multiple corresponding slides.  
 
Accompanying these modules is a document entitled “Additional Resources.” This document can be 
consulted should the user wish to learn more about a particular topic.  

http://www.ictj.org/
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Photo: Female officers during International Women’s Day parade in Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, 2012. 
(MONUSCO/Sylvain Liechti)   
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1. Gender and Transitional Justice: An Overview 
 

• Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), “General 
Recommendations,” 
www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CEDAW/Pages/Recommendations.aspx (English), 
www.ohchr.org/SP/HRBodies/CEDAW/Pages/Recommendations.aspx (Español), 
www.ohchr.org/AR/HRBodies/CEDAW/Pages/Recommendations.aspx (العربیة). 

• Julie Guillerot, Naima Banwakrim, Maria Ezzaouini, and Widad Bouab, “Morocco: Gender 
and the Transitional Justice Process,” International Center for Transitional Justice (2011), 
www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Morocco-Gender-Transitional%20Justice-2011-
English.pdf. 

• Amrita Kapur and Kelli Muddell, ICTJ, “When No One Calls It Rape: Addressing Sexual 
Violence Against Men and Boys” (2016), 
www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ_Report_SexualViolenceMen_2016.pdf.  

• Fionnuala Ní Aoláin, Dina Francesca Haynes, and Naomi Cahn, On the Frontlines Gender, War, 
and the Post-Conflict Process (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011). 

• OHCHR, Transitional Justice and Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, U.N. Doc. HR-PUB-13-05 
(2014), www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HR-PUB-13-05.pdf (English), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HR-PUB-13-05_sp.pdf (Español), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HR-PUB-13-05_ar.pdf (العربیة).  

• Anu Pillay and Lizzie Goodfriend, “Evaluating Women’s Participation in Transitional Justice 
and Governance: A Community Dialogue Process in Liberia,” Conflict Trends 2 (2009): 10–16, 
www.researchgate.net/publication/238740725_10_Evaluating_Women%27s_Participation_i
n_Transitional_Justice_and_Governance_A_Community_Dialogue_Process_in_Liberia.  

• U.N. Secretary-General, Guidance Note of the Secretary-General: United Nations Approach to 
Transitional Justice (March 2010), 
www.un.org/ruleoflaw/files/TJ_Guidance_Note_March_2010FINAL.pdf. 

• U.N. Women, “Financing for Gender Equality,” http://gender-financing.unwomen.org/en 
(English), http://gender-financing.unwomen.org/es (Español), http://gender-
financing.unwomen.org/ar (العربیة). 

• U.N. Women, “Security Council Resolutions: Women, Peace and Security” (2017), 
www.unwomen.org/-
/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2017/wps-resolutions-
poster-en.pdf (English), www.unwomen.org/-
/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2017/wps-resolutions-
poster-es.pdf (Español), www.unwomen.org/-
/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2017/wps-resolutions-
poster-ar.pdf (العربیة). 

• Nahla Valji, U.N. Women, “A Window of Opportunity: Making Transitional Justice Work 
for Women,” 2nd ed. (2012), 
www.unwomen.org/~/media/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/Library/Publications/2
012/10/06B-Making-Transitional-Justice-Work-for-Women.pdf. 
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2. Gender and Transitional Justice: Truth Seeking 
 

• Examples of women-focused chapters of truth commission reports: 
o Kenya Truth, Justice, and Reconciliation Commission (TJRC), “Gender and Gross 

Violation of Human Rights: Focus on Women,” chap. 1 in Final Report, vol. 2C 
(Nairobi: TJRC, 2013), 1–162, 
https://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1003&context
=tjrc-core.  

o Peru Truth and Reconciliation Commission (Comisión de la Verdad y Reconciliación 
– CVR), “La Violencia Sexual Contra la Mujer,” chap. 1.5 in Final Report, vol. 6 
(Lima: CVR, 2003), 263–384, 
www.usip.org/sites/default/files/file/resources/collections/commissions/Peru01-
Report/Peru01-Report_Vol6.pdf (Español). 

o Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), “Women and the Armed 
Conflict in Sierra Leone,” chap. 3 in Witness to Truth: Final Report of the TRC, vol. 3B 
(Accra: TRC, 2004), www.sierraleonetrc.org/index.php/view-report-text-vol-
3b/item/volume-three-b-chapter-three. 

o Timor-Leste Commission for Reception, Truth and Reconciliation (CAVR), “Sexual 
Violence,” chap. 7.7 in Chega! Final report of the CAVR, part 7 (Jakarta: STP/CAVR, 
2002), www.etan.org/etanpdf/2006/CAVR/07.7-Sexual-Violence.pdf. 

• Eduardo Gonzalez and Howard Varney, eds., ICTJ, Truth Seeking: Elements of Creating an 
Effective Truth Commission (2013), www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Book-Truth-Seeking-
2013-English.pdf. 

• Priscilla Hayner, Unspeakable Truths: Transitional Justice and the Challenge of Truth Commissions, 2nd 
ed. (New York: Routledge, 2011), 
www.mcgill.ca/isid/files/isid/priscilla_b._hayner_unspeakable_truths_transitibookzz.org_.p
df. 

• Ayumi Kusafuka, “Truth Commissions and Gender: A South African Case Study,” African 
Journal on Conflict Resolution 9(2) (2009): 45–68, 
www.ajol.info/index.php/ajcr/article/view/52172/40798.  

• Kelli Muddell, “Capturing Women’s Experiences of Conflict: Transitional Justice in Sierra 
Leone,” Michigan State Journal of International Law 85 (2007): 85–100. 

• Vasuki Nesiah et al., ICTJ, “Truth Commissions and Gender: Principles, Policies, and 
Procedures” (2006), https://ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Global-Commissions-Gender-
2006-English_0.pdf.  

• Fionnuala Ní Aoláin and Catherine Turner, “Gender, Truth & Transition Publication,” 
UCLA Women’s Law Journal 16 (2007): 229–79, 
https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/faculty_articles/422/. 

• OHCHR, Rule-of-Law Tools for Post-Conflict States – Truth Commissions, U.N. Doc. 
HR/PUB/06/1 (2006), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RuleoflawTruthCommissionsen.pdf (English), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RuleoflawTruthCommissionssp.pdf (Español), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RuleoflawTruthCommissionsar.pdf (العربیة). 

http://www.ictj.org/
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• Right to Truth, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/RES/9/11 (Sept. 18, 2008), 
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/e/hrc/resolutions/a_hrc_res_9_11.pdf (English), 
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/S/HRC/resolutions/A_HRC_RES_9_11.doc (Español), 
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/A/HRC/resolutions/A_HRC_RES_9_11.doc (العربیة). 

 
  

http://www.ictj.org/
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3. Gender and Transitional Justice: Reparative Justice 
 

• Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of 
Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International 
Humanitarian Law, U.N. Doc. A/RES/60/147 (Dec. 16, 2005), 
www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/RemedyAndReparation.aspx (English), 
www.ohchr.org/SP/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/RemedyAndReparation.aspx (Español). 

• Ruben Carranza, Cristián Correa, and Elena Naughton, ICTJ, “More Than Words: 
Apologies as a Form of Reparations” (2015), www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Report-
Apologies-2015.pdf (English), www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Disculpas-
Reparaciones-ES-2016.pdf (Español). 

• Cristián Correa, Julie Guillerot, and Lisa Magarrell, “Reparations and Victim Participation: A 
Look at the Truth Commission Experience,” in Reparations for Victims of Genocide, War Crimes 
and Crimes Against Humanity: Systems in Place and Systems in the Making, eds. Carla Ferstman, 
Mariana Goetz, and Alan Stephens (Boston: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2009), 
https://ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Global-Reparations-Participation-2009-
English.pdf. 

• Global Initiative for Justice, Truth and Reconciliation, “The Right to a Remedy and 
Reparation: What Progress More than a Decade Later?” (2018), 
www.globalreparations.com/documents/2._GIJTR_Reparations_Report_-_English_-
_French.pdf (English), 
www.globalreparations.com/documents/1._GIJTR_Reparations_Report_-_Arabic_-
_Spanish.pdf (Español, العربیة ).  

• Pablo de Greiff, ed., The Handbook of Reparations (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008). 
• ICTJ, “The Rabat Report: The Concept and Challenges of Collective Reparations” (2009), 

www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Morocco-Reparations-Report-2009-English.pdf. 
• Lisa Magarrell, ICTJ, “Reparations in Theory and Practice” (2007), 

www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Global-Reparations-Practice-2007-English.pdf. 
• Fionnuala Ní Aoláin, Catherine O’Rourke, and Aisling Swaine, “Transforming Reparations 

for Conflict-Related Sexual Violence: Principles and Practice,” Harvard Human Rights Journal 
28 (June 2015): 97–146, 
www.academia.edu/12784681/Transforming_Reparations_for_Conflict-
Related_Sexual_Violence_Principles_and_Practice. 

• OHCHR, Rule-of-Law Tools for Post-Conflict States – Reparations Programmes, U.N. Doc. 
HR/PUB/08/1 (2008), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/ReparationsProgrammes.pdf (English), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/ReparationsProgrammesSP.pdf (Español), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/ReparationsProgrammes_ar.pdf (العربیة).  

• Ruth Rubio Marín, ed., The Gender of Reparations: Unsettling Sexual Hierarchies While Redressing 
Human Rights Violations (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009). 

• Ruth Rubio Marín, ed., ICTJ, What Happened to the Women? Gender and Reparations for Human 
Rights Violations (New York: Social Science Research Council, 2006), 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ssrc-cdn1/crmuploads/new_publication_3/%7BD6D99C02-
EA4A-DE11-AFAC-001CC477EC70%7D.pdf.  

http://www.ictj.org/
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• U.N. Secretary-General, Guidance Note of the Secretary-General: Reparations for Conflict‐Related 
Sexual Violence (June 11, 2014), www.unwomen.org/-
/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/docs/2014/unsg-guidance-note-reparations-
for-conflictrelated-sexual-violence-2014-en.pdf (English), www.unwomen.org/-
/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/docs/2014/unsg-guidance-note-reparations-
for-conflictrelated-sexual-violence-2014-es.pdf (Español), www.unwomen.org/-
/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/docs/2014/unsg-guidance-note-reparations-
for-conflictrelated-sexual-violence-2014-ar.pdf (العربیة). 

• Margaret Urban Walker, “Transformative Reparations? A Critical Look at a Current Trend 
in Thinking about Gender-Just Reparations,” International Journal of Transitional Justice 10 
(2016): 108–25. 
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4. Gender and Transitional Justice: Criminal Justice 
 

• Morten Bergsmo, ed., Thematic Prosecution of International Sex Crimes, 2nd ed. (Brussels: Torkel 
Opsahl Academic EPublisher, 2018), www.toaep.org/ps-pdf/13-bergsmo-second.  

• Louise Chappell, Rosemary Grey, and Emily Waller, “The Gender Justice Shadow of 
Complementarity: Lessons from the International Criminal Court’s Preliminary 
Examinations in Guinea and Colombia,” International Journal of Transitional Justice 7 (2013): 
455–75. 

• Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, “Policy Paper on Sexual and 
Gender-Based Crimes” (2014), www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/otp/otp-policy-paper-on-sexual-
and-gender-based-crimes--june-2014.pdf. 

• OHCHR, Rule-of-Law Tools for Post-Conflict States – Maximizing the Legacy of Hybrid Courts, U.N. 
Doc. HR/PUB/08/2 (2008), www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HybridCourts.pdf 
(English), www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HybridCourtsSP.pdf (Español), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HybridCourtsAR.pdf (العربیة).  

• OHCHR, Rule-of-Law Tools for Post-Conflict States – Prosecution Initiatives, U.N. Doc. 
HR/PUB/06/4 (2006), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RuleoflawProsecutionsen.pdf (English), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RuleoflawProsecutionssp.pdf (Español), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RuleoflawProsecutionsar.pdf (العربیة). 

• Sara Ferro Ribeiro and Danaé van der Straten Ponthoz, International Protocol on the 
Documentation and Investigation of Sexual Violence in Conflict: Best Practice on the Documentation of 
Sexual Violence as a Crime or Violation of International Law, 2nd ed. (London: Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office, 2017), 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/598335/International_Protocol_2017_2nd_Edition.pdf (English), 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/376552/low_res_PSVI_Protocol_FULL-es.pdf (Primera Edición, Español), 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/376603/low_res_PSVI_Protocol_FULL-ara.pdf ( الطبعة األولى, العربیة). 

• Paul Seils, ICTJ, Handbook on Complementarity: An Introduction to the Role of National Courts and 
the ICC in Prosecuting International Crimes (New York: ICTJ, 2016), 
www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ_Handbook_ICC_Complementarity_2016.pdf 

• Howard Varney and Katarzyna Zduńczyk, ICTJ, “Legal Frameworks for Specialized 
Chambers: Comparative Studies for the Tunisian Specialized Criminal Chambers” (2017), 
www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Legal_Frameworks_for_Specialized_Chambers-Final-
EN.pdf. 

• Women’s Court: About the Process, ed. Staša Zajović (Belgrade: Women in Black and Centar za 
Ženske Studije, 2015), 
www.helsinki.org.rs/doc/Womens%20Court%20About%20the%20Process.pdf. 

• Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice, The Compendium: An overview of Situations and cases before 
the International Criminal Court (The Hague: Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice, 2017), 
http://4genderjustice.org/pub/The-Compendium.pdf.  
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5. Gender and Transitional Justice: Memorialization 
 

• Sebastian Brett et al., ICTJ, “Memorialization and Democracy: State Policy and Civic 
Action” (2007), https://ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Global-Memorialization-
Democracy-2007-English_0.pdf. 

• Caitlin Brown and Chris Millington, “The Memory of the Cambodian Genocide: The Tuol 
Sleng Genocide Museum,” History Compass 13(2) (2015): 31–39. 

• Laurie Beth Clark and Leigh A. Payne, “Trauma Tourism in Latin America,” in Accounting for 
Violence: Marketing Memory in Latin America, eds. Ksenija Bibija and Leigh A. Payne (Durham: 
Duke University Press, 2011), 99–126. 

• Brandon Hamber and Ingrid Palmary, “Gender, Memorialization, and Symbolic 
Reparations,” in The Gender of Reparations: Unsettling Sexual Hierarchies While Redressing Human 
Rights Violations ed. Ruth Rubio-Marin (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2009), 324–
80.  

• Katherine Hite, Politics and the Art of Commemoration: Memorials to Struggle in Latin America and 
Spain, (Abingdon: Routledge, 2012), 
www.researchgate.net/publication/287080686_Politics_and_the_art_of_commemoration_
Memorials_to_struggle_in_Latin_America_and_Spain. 

• Julian Hopwood, ICTJ, “We Can’t Be Sure Who Killed Us: Memory and Memorialization in 
Post-Conflict Northern Uganda” (2011), www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-
JRP_UGA_Memorialization_pb2011.pdf.  

• Janet Jacobs, “The Memorial at Srebrenica: Gender and the Social Meanings of Collective 
Memory in Bosnia-Herzegovina,” Memory Studies 10(4) (2016): 423–39.  

• Sabine Marschall, “Serving Male Agendas: Two National Women’s Monuments in South 
Africa,” Women’s Studies 33(8) (2004): 1009–33. 

• Joan Ringelheim, “Gender and Genocide: A Split Memory,” in Gender and Catastrophe, ed. 
Ronit Lentin (London: Zed Books, 1997), 18–33. 
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6. Gender and Transitional Justice: Institutional Reform1 
 

a. Vetting 
 
• Alexander Mayer-Rieckh, “On Preventing Abuse: Vetting and Other Transitional 

Reforms,” in Justice as Prevention: Vetting Public Employees in Transitional Societies, eds. Pablo 
de Greiff and Alexander Mayer-Rieckh (New York: Social Science Research Council, 
2007), 482–520, https://s3.amazonaws.com/ssrc-
cdn1/crmuploads/new_publication_3/%7B57EFEC93-284A-DE11-AFAC-
001CC477EC70%7D.pdf. 

• OHCHR, Rule-of-Law Tools for Post-Conflict States – Vetting: An Operational Framework, U.N. 
Doc. HR/PUB/06/5 (2006), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RuleoflawVettingen.pdf (English), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RuleoflawVettingsp.pdf (Español), 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RuleoflawVettingar.pdf (العربیة). 

 
b. Security Sector Reform 

 
• Megan Bastick and Kristin Valasek, eds., Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of 

Armed Forces (DCAF), Gender & Security Sector Reform Toolkit (Geneva: DCAF, 2008), 
www.dcaf.ch/gender-security-sector-reform-toolkit. 

• Megan Bastick and Tobie Whitman, “A Women’s Guide to Security Sector Reform” 
(2013), www.inclusivesecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/WGTSSR-Web.pdf 
(English), www.inclusivesecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Womens-Guide-
Arabic-.pdf (العربیة).  

 
c. Oversight 

 
• Kristin Valasek, “Gender and Democratic Security Governance,” in Public Oversight of the 

Security Sector: A Handbook for Civil Society Organizations, eds. Eden Cole, Kerstin Eppert, 
and Katrin Kinzelbach (New York: UNDP, 2008), 209–34, 
www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/documents/partners/civil_society/publications/20
08_UNDP_CSO-Handbook-Public-Oversight-of-the-Security-Sector-2008.pdf. 

 
d. Legal Reform 
 

• Dina Francesca Haynes, Fionnuala Ní Aoláin, and Naomi Cahn, “Gendering 
Constitutional Design in Post-Conflict Societies,” William & Mary Journal of Women and 
the Law 17 (2011): 509–45, 
https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1141&context=faculty_art
icles. 

                                                 
1 This section does not correspond to a training module within the Gender and Transitional Justice series but is included here to 
provide users with introductory material on various topics related to institutional reform. 
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• UNODC and U.S. Institute of Peace, Criminal Justice Reform in Post-Conflict States: A Guide 
for Practitioners (New York: United Nations, 2011), www.unodc.org/documents/justice-
and-prison-reform/11-83015_Ebook.pdf. 

 
e. Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration 
 

• Ana Cutter Patel, “Transitional Justice, DDR, and Security Sector Reform,” in Disarming 
the Past: Transitional Justice and Ex-Combatants, eds. Anna Cutter Patel, Pablo de Greiff, and 
Lars Waldorf (New York: Social Science Research Council, 2010), 262–83, http://aihr-
resourcescenter.org/administrator/upload/documents/ddr.pdf. 

• Luisa Maria Dietrich Ortega, “Transitional Justice and Female Ex-Combatants: Lessons 
Learned from International Experience,” in Disarming the Past: Transitional Justice and Ex-
Combatants, eds. Anna Cutter Patel, Pablo de Greiff, and Lars Waldorf (New York: Social 
Science Research Council, 2010), 158-188, http://aihr-
resourcescenter.org/administrator/upload/documents/ddr.pdf.   

 
f. Education 

 
• Transitional Justice and Education: Learning Peace, eds. Clara Ramírez-Barat and Roger Duthie 

((New York: Social Science Research Council, 2016), https://s3.amazonaws.com/ssrc-
cdn1/crmuploads/new_publication_3/%7BA92FAE86-F19A-E611-80C2-
005056AB0BD9%7D.pdf.  
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