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JAKE VAN DER KAMP
JAKE’S VIEW 

Monday: Penguin Nils Olav inspects the guard 
for Norway’s king at Edinburgh Zoo in  Scotland. 
The monarch bestowed the title “brigadier” on 
the penguin, who lives in the zoo. Photo: AFP 

Friday: Authorities inspect the site in central Phu 
Yen province, Vietnam, where a military training 
aircraft crashed in a rice paddy, killing the sole 
pilot. Photo: Xinhua 

Thursday: Security guards swarm the vehicle of 
Turkey’s main opposition Republican People’s 
Party leader, Kemal Kilicdaroglu, after an attack 
on his convoy in the city of Artvin. Photo: Reuters

Wednesday: A survivor is pulled out of the rubble 
in Amatrice, central Italy, where an earthquake 
struck just after 3.30am and levelled the town, 
leaving 281 people dead. Photo: AP

Tuesday: Climbers salvage a child’s bike from a 
metal sculpture, Molecule Man,  by  artist 
Jonathan Borofsky on the River Spree in Berlin. It 
is unclear why the bike was there. Photo: EPA

PHOTOS OF THE WEEK 

I’ve never had so 
many doctors look 
at me all at once. 
They think I’m
all right
Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, 
after fainting briefly while delivering a 
televised speech

QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 

France demands 
that you give
her your all
Nicolas Sarkozy, who has launched his bid 
to win back the French presidency

If the desire of 
youngsters to vote 
maintains at a 
high level, this 
could work in the 
favour of localists
Ivan Choy Chi-keung, a political scientist at 
Chinese University, on next month’s Legco 
polls in Hong Kong

You know who the 
drug lords are. 
Would you like 
to kill them? 
Go ahead
Philippine police chief Ronald dela Rosa,  
speaking to drug users

Police officers investigate the scene around the body 
of a suspected drug dealer in Manila. Photo: AFP

In less than two months since the inauguration of 
Rodrigo Duterte as president of the Philippines, as 
many as 1,900 people have been killed at the hands 
of the police and death squads for suspected drug 
dealing or drug addiction. These unlawful murders, 
which have been dressed up in the trappings of a 
“war on drugs”, bear all the hallmarks of official 
lawlessness and possible crimes against humanity, 
which have been sanctioned by the highest office 
holders in the government. 

This is not the first time the Philippines has seen
widespread and systematic extrajudicial killings. 
Over 3,000 such killings were documented during 
the dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos. This pattern 
seems to be repeating itself. 

With statements like “Shoot him and I’ll give you
a medal” and “If they are there in your 
neighbourhood, feel free to call us, the police or do it 
yourself if you have the gun”, Duterte has publicly 
encouraged these killings. He has also promised to 
grant pardons or propose an amnesty for police 
officers who may be charged for these killings while 
declaring immunity for himself as president. 

Whatever Duterte’s presidential powers, they do
not extend to granting amnesty for international 
crimes, such as crimes against humanity, as defined 
in the Rome Statute that established the 
International Criminal Court. Unlike its Southeast 
Asian neighbours Thailand and Indonesia, which 
have also seen leaders wage drug wars involving 
numerous extrajudicial and judicial killings, the 
Philippines ratified the Rome Statute in 2011, under 
Duterte’s predecessor, Benigno Aquino. 

The Philippines is bound by the human rights 
treaties it has signed to respect the right to life and 
uphold due process. This was recently reiterated by 
the new UN special rapporteur on summary 
executions, Agnes Callamard: “Claims to fight illicit 

drug trade do not absolve the government from its 
international legal obligations and do not shield 
state actors or others from responsibility for illegal 
killings.” 

Recent photographs from Manila show another
disturbing aspect of Duterte’s drug war: it 
disproportionately targets the poor. In a widely 
circulated photo of a widow cradling her dead 
husband, we see both the drug war’s human toll 
and, from their story, learn the crushing poverty of 
the majority of its victims. The couple lived on a 
shanty on top of a garbage-filled canal in Manila. In 
other photographs, a prominent businessman and a 
mayor, both suspected of drug dealing, safely and 
publicly have audiences with the president. 

Nonetheless, a sizeable portion of the Philippine
population voted for Duterte. And many elected 
politicians and local officials have shifted their 
loyalty to him, due to an entrenched system of 
patronage. This has emboldened Duterte, police 
officials and some of his supporters to question not 
only human rights advocates but even the existence 
of the Commission on Human Rights, a 
constitutional body set up after the Marcos 
dictatorship to curb abuses. Duterte warned human 
rights advocates “not to pick a fight with me or you 
will lose”. The justice secretary has also dismissed 
warnings from human rights lawyers and legislators 
that these killings may be crimes against humanity, 
claiming that “criminals are not humanity”.

During the administration of Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo, Philip Alston, then UN special rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, 
found that extrajudicial killings of left-wing activists 
and suspected drug dealers and users had escalated 
markedly in the five years since she took office. In a 
2009 report, Alston specifically named Duterte, then 
mayor of Davao City, as someone who “has done 

nothing to prevent these killings, and his public 
comments suggest that he is, in fact, supportive”. 

That these crimes would recur was made likely
by the impunity afforded to the individuals and 
groups who carried out, supported and encouraged 
those killings. Today, we are seeing the legacy of that 
impunity play out in a policy of systematic violence. 
Unfortunately, there are many examples, across 
virtually every continent, where tolerance for 
extrajudicial killings and a culture of impunity not 
only erode respect for life and law, but encourage 
other violations, including sexual violence and 
enforced disappearances.

Still, the Philippines is seen as a country that, 
despite the challenges, could live up to its human 
rights obligations. Its peace agreement with the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front was a positive step in 
this direction, and the government’s adoption of a 
law to provide reparations to and memorialise 
victims of the Marcos dictatorship remains a 
milestone in acknowledgement of rights abuses. 

It is now time for the Philippine government to
respect those rights. As it conducts this campaign 
ostensibly against drug lords, Manila should bear in 
mind that, as a state party to the Rome Statute, it is 
obligated to investigate widespread, systematic 
extrajudicial killings that may constitute crimes 
against humanity. The International Criminal Court 
prosecutor has so far investigated only situations in 
which alleged crimes against humanity involved 
political or identity-based violence and killings. 
However, the court also has jurisdiction over – and, 
in my view, an imperative to investigate and 
prosecute – systemic crimes that victimise those 
killed in unbridled wars against crime.

David Tolbert is president of the International 
Centre for Transitional Justice

David Tolbert says 
Rodrigo Duterte’s 
chilling campaign to 
kill with impunity 
suspected drug dealers 
in the Philippines has 
all the hallmarks of 
the crimes against 
humanity perpetuated 
under Marcos, and 
Manila must remember 
its duty to respect 
human rights

RETURN TO WAYS OF A DICTATOR 

Whatever Duterte’s 
powers, they do not extend 
to granting amnesty for 
international crimes
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period from June 2010 to June 2016. The blue line 
represents a contrasting period from June 1994 to 
June 2000 before the troubles of the first decade of 
the century and the quantitative easing that 
followed it.

Thus in the first chart the red line at the bottom
shows you the fed funds rate which the Fed has 
hammered right into the floor for the last six years. 
The blue line shows you what it was 16 years earlier, 
an average of just under 6 per cent throughout, 
reflecting the old adage that political stability is 
defined as money at 6 per cent.

Going by Fed theory, gross domestic product 
growth in the US should have boomed as a result of 
low rates. Instead, as the second chart shows, it has 
been far lower in the last six years than over our 
contrast period with much higher interest rates.

The Fed theory conclusively fails. It’s time to 
walk away from a bad bet.

But the Fed won’t, and my bet is that rates will 
stay low and our property market will boom again.

In light of the continued solid performance of the 
labour market and our outlook for economic activity 
and inflation, I believe the case for an increase in the 
federal funds rate has strengthened in recent months.

Janet Yellen, US Federal Reserve Board
SCMP, August 27

But not strengthened enough for another
midget 25 basis point increase in interest
rates before the US presidential election in

November. This would be seen as interfering in 
political matters.

The year 2016 is one in which earlier Fed talk had
US interest rates marching steadily up. Yet it might 
not see a single increase at all. Don’t laugh. It could 
happen and, if it does, just watch the Hong Kong 
property market boom again.

Let’s examine the Fed’s general reasoning. It 
goes something like this: “We had a nasty shock in 
2008-09 and we’re still totally at sea as to why it 
happened but it wasn’t our fault, honest, stop 
blaming us. Anyway we’re going to make sure our 
economy comes back to full health and we have a 
way to do it.

“What we shall do is pinch the stock of 
government bonds in the market by buying them up 
and then locking them away through a trick we’re 
allowed to play on commercial banks of telling them 
it was they who bought these bonds, not we. Instead 
of calling this arm twisting, we’ll call it quantitative 
easing to confuse people.

“What this will do is push bond prices up which
will push interest rates down and, with a little more 
trickery we’ll be able to drive our version of 
interbank rates, the fed funds rate, right down to 
zero. Then everyone will want to borrow because it 
costs nothing and our economy will boom and all 
our troubles will be over. Ain’t that just a grand 
idea?”

For the answer to this question, I refer you to the
two charts, each covering a period of six years. The 
red line in each represents the more recent past, the 

It’s time for the US Fed to 
walk away from a bad bet

QE theory utterly…
Fed funds rate

… totally fails
GDP growth rate

Source: CEIC Data SCMP
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